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The next committee meeting will be at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 1ST of MARCH at the Bellfield Community Hall.
The Warringal Orchid Society meets every third Wednesday of the Month at the Senior Citizens Hall in Hawdon
Street, Heidelberg.
The next meeting of the society will be on Wednesday, 15th of FEBRUARY. The hall will be open from 7.00pm,
and you are welcome to bench plants for judging and to socialise with other members. A sales table operates
its pots and other orchid accessories available, and members are able to submit up to 6 orchids for sale for a
small commission. See the sales table for details. Please be seated on time for the meeting to commence at
8.00pm.
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Welcome back, we hope you had a great festive season and made some achievable
New Year resolutions. This month we have one of the best growers and speakers in
Australia…Nette Meggetto who will speak on Sarcochilus, this will be a great start
to our meeting year. It comes as no surprise that our club seedling this year is
Sarcochilus so come along to our first meeting of the year and learn all about its
culture and the best way of growing this magnificent plant. I’m sure Nette will
bring along some of her orchids for sale. Be early to get a good seat and don’t
forget to bring something along for supper to share among your fellow members.
The Committee looks forward to seeing you again.



PLANNING THE GROWTH OF AN ORCHID COLLECTION by Hans Proebsting

Oftentimes, our orchid collections just grow randomly and haphazardly as we buy the odd plant here and there, at
shows, from dealers, visiting speakers, and even nurseries and supermarkets. This is fine, but it can also be fun to
plan the growth of a collection, to systematically convert a collection to higher quality plants, to acquire something
unique, and to surprise both ourselves and our fellow exhibitors at shows or popular vote competitions.

First, let me say a word on competitions such as orchid shows or club night popular votes. These should never be
taken too seriously. If we reach the point where orchid growing or showing ceases to be enjoyable, then maybe it's
time to think about giving it away.

There seems to be a new terminology creeping through the orchid trade. It is now possible to buy either of two
types of orchids: pot plants or show bench plants. The pot plant seems to be predominantly for the general public,
the person who wants to keep one or two plants or maybe buy one as a gift. They are supplied in bulk to
supermarkets and general nurseries. Sadly, they often end up in the bin once they have finished flowering, because
many people do not know the basic steps that need to be taken to get these plants to flower again the following
year. The show bench variety, on the other hand, is predominantly bred for orchid enthusiasts and hobbyists ... for
those who are constantly on the watch for plants that are a little better or a little different to last year's generation.

Anyway, back to planning a collection. Most hobbyists cannot afford to go to their orchid supplier and buy up a
collection of a few hundred, or even a few dozen, show-quality, flowering-sized plants. But not to despair, with a bit
of planning, such a collection can be achieved over a few years. We need to be aware of the variety of ways in which
orchids are produced, and then plan to obtain particular types of these in order to build the type of collection we
want. One should be aware that divisions, mericlones and back-bulbs produce flowers identical to those on their
parent plant, whereas seedlings will produce a range of flowers that generally have some of the characteristics of
each of their parents.

A collection-building plan might include some of the following:

This year I will obtain one or two flowering-sized, show-quality plants. These should flower in the next flowering
season, and are the quickest way to get good quality flowering plants. But how do we know what is a show quality
plant? One way to find out is to keep an eye on shows, either by attending them or reading reports in club
newsletters or orchid magazines, and taking note of the names of winning plants. Ern Kettle has compiled a list of
cymbidium hybrids that win regularly, and this has been published in OSCOV's Many More Orchids in Victoria, and
there is another list, by Julian Coker, published above. If you are unsure, seek the advice of an experienced grower.
Prices will vary depending on the variety and availability of the plant, but for cymbidiums, as an example, you could
spend between $30 and $200 per plant. Then again, you might win one in a raffle at much lower cost.

This year I will obtain a few near-flowering-sized, show-quality plants. The same principle applies for this selection
but these plants should flower in one or two years’ time. These should be cheaper than flowering size plants, and
you are now investing in the future.

This year I will obtain some mericlones of show-quality plants. These will usually be smallish plants, either in or not
long out of their flask. If grown well, these could be expected to flower within 3 to 5 years. A hobbyist would not
normally buy a full flask of mericlones unless there was a reason for having a large number of identical plants. Again,
these plants will be available at a lower price but will be an investment for the future.

I will keep a lookout for back-bulbs of show-quality plants. From a back-bulb, it should be possible to grow a
flowering-sized plant in 3 or 4 years. A few nurseries occasionally have back-bulbs but you would be more likely to
get these from a fellow hobbyist.



This year I will obtain some seedlings from show-quality parents. In the orchid world, the term seedling is used for
plants raised from seed. These can be any size, and are not necessarily the small, recently germinated plants that are
called seedlings in the regular nursery trade. Now you are getting into the exciting stuff. Each seedling will be
unique, and different from other seedlings of the same cross, just as brothers and sisters in a family are different.
Sometimes the flowers will be mediocre, but every once in a while you will end up with something special. An
interesting way to buy seedlings is to get a batch from the same cross, and see how they turn out. Purchase either a
flask or a compot (which is a community pot containing a number of seedlings). Again, it will be a few years before
results are seen, but it is generally well worth the wait.

This year I will produce my own hybrid. Rather than selecting from crosses that someone else has made, make your
own. Select a couple of plants that you really like, and that you think would make beautiful babies. Cross-pollinate
them, harvest the seed capsule, and have a laboratory produce some flasks of your very own seedlings. You are
probably looking at 5 years to first flowering, but wouldn't that be exciting? Information on how to do this is
available in orchid books, on the Internet and in an article by Andre Cleghorn further below.

This year I will obtain something different. A sure way of having some success at shows is to present something that
no one else has. At present, there still aren't a lot of terrestrial orchids or African orchids in collections, and one
often stumbles on something unusual or different at orchid nurseries and trading tables.

This year I will dispose of a number of plants to make room for new ones. Many experienced growers suggest that
we should keep fewer orchids but grow them better. If we get too many orchids to manage we will not be able to
grow them to their full potential. Plants that become surplus to our requirements can be given to other growers,
particularly if we want to encourage beginners, or they can be sold at the trading tables that many clubs operate. If
you get to the stage where you are dividing plants, propagating from back-bulbs, and/or raising seedlings, then the
plants you dispose of could well provide the income for your new and improved acquisitions.

Don't forget that, even if you do decide to work to a plan, you can still buy a plant you like just because you like it.
No one ever said that everything in an orchid collection has to be show quality.

We wish to THANK the AUTHOR and OSCOV for this Article.

An airplane was about to crash; there were 5 passengers on board, but only 4 parachutes.
The first passenger, Holly Madison said, _"I have my own reality show and I am the
smartest and prettiest woman at playboy, so Americans don't want me to die.” She took
the first pack and jumped out of the plane.
The second passenger, John McCain, said, "I’m a senator, and a decorated war hero from
an elite navy unit from the united states of America." So he grabbed the second pack and
jumped.
The third passenger, Donald Trump said, "I am going to be the next president of the United
States, I am the smartest man in our country, and I will make America great again”. So he
grabbed the pack next to him and jumped out.
The fourth passenger, the Pope, said to the fifth passenger, a 10-year-old schoolgirl, "I
have lived a full life and served my God the best I could. I will sacrifice my life and let you
have the last parachute. “The little girl said, "that's okay, Your Holiness. There's a
parachute left for you. The smartest man in America just took my schoolbag.”!!!!!

(we can only hope)



THE WARRINGAL ORCHID SOCIETY
WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE SPONSORS FOR THEIR DONATIONS

PLEASE SUPPORT THEM WITH YOUR CUSTOM.

Club Seedlings

As mentioned on the front page our Seedling this year is Sarcochilus, a
very beautiful orchid and with care and a little love is easy to grow and
with some expert advice from Nette we should be able to grow it into a
lovely plant. The price will be $8.00 very reasonable.

VALE

The President and Committee wishes to announce the passing of
Thelma Lee, wife of the late Bob Lee, founding and life member of our
Society, we wish Thelma’s family best wishes and our thoughts are
with you.

Bark Sales

We still have some bags of bark, medium and small, they are the 25
litre size, if you still need some get in quick, ring George our Secretary
and he will arrange for you to pick it up. $15.00.

Be happy for this moment.

This moment is your life.

DAVIES BAKERY
PATTIES PIES

24 Military Road
Broadmeadows 3047

93556700
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THE GOOD GUYS
THOMASTOWN
30 Dalton Road
Thomastown 3074

94637500

SEASOL
1027 Mountain Hwy

Boronia
97296511

BERTOCCHI
SMALLGOODS

Shop sales Mon-Sat
112 Trawalla Ave

Thomastown 3074
93355100

BAKERS DELIGHT
Campbellfield Plaza
Campbellfield 3061

93573711

DISCOUNT DRUG
STORES

241 - 243 High Street
Thomastown 3074

94663006

SUNNY SIDE
HOT BREAD
255 High Street

Thomastown 3074
94650616

HARVEY NORMAN
THOMASTOWN

308-320 Settlement Rd.
Thomastown 3074

9463 4777

PANTALICA
CHEESE CO.

49 – 65 Trawalla Ave.
Thomastown 3074

93595560

HEATHER BREA
SHORTBREADS 53

Lipton Drive
Thomastown 3074

94604111

DISCLAIMER
The Warringal Orchid Society Inc. disclaims all liability against any loss or damage, which may be attributed to the use of any article in the Warringal Orchid
Society Bulletin or information communicated by guest speakers.  Contributions and advice express the views and opinions of the contributors and are not
those of the Warringal Orchid Society.


	Bulletin face page.pdf (p.1)
	PLANNING THE GROWTH OF AN ORCHID COLLECTION by Hans Proebsting.pdf (p.2-4)
	bullitin rear page-6 - Copy.pdf (p.5)

