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The next Committee meeting will be at 7.30pm on Wednesday 6th May 
Venue: Committee meets virtually on MS Teams. 

The Warringal Orchid Society meets at the Watsonia Community Hall,  
35 Lambourn Road Watsonia 

The next Meeting will be on Wednesday 15th April 

The hall will be open from 7.00pm. You are welcome to bench plants for judging and to socialise 
with other members. A sales table operates with pots and other orchid accessories when 

available. Members are able to submit up to 6 orchid plants for sale (plants to be well 
established in their pots and in a clean condition). The society deducts a 10% commission on 

sales. Plants should be listed on a sales form available at sales table.  

Please be seated on time for meeting to commence at 8.00pm. 

This month: 

We are delighted to welcome Marianna Hawkins from 
White Hills Orchid Nursery in Dromana. While the nursery 
grows a wide range of orchids, Marianna will speak this 
month on Cymbidiums. For more information about their 
nursery, see https://www.whitehillorchids.com.au/home/  

 
 

  

WARRINGAL ORCHID SOCIETY INC. 

 

www.warringalorchidsociety.com.au 

PRESIDENT 
Andrew Fernandez APRIL 

 2026 

All correspondence to be addressed to: The Secretary, 77 Carrington Blvd, Thomastown, Vic. 3074 

SECRETARY 
George Dimech 

0411372537 

TREASURER 
Alf Magnano  
0403006104 

MEMBERSHIP 
Helen Robinson 

EDITOR 
Pam Kennedy 
0457710023 

SHOW CO-ORDINATOR 
Jerry Karbownik 

98173699 

 

     

https://www.whitehillorchids.com.au/home/


 

 

  

CLUB NOTICES 
 

New growers group –  
New members wishing to develop their orchid-growing skills are welcome to join the New 
Growers Group conducted by Jason Khoo.  This group runs for approximately 30 minutes prior 
to the start of the monthly meeting.  
Early notice – there will be no new growers group in May. However, new growers will be 
meeting in April as usual. 

Monthly meeting – Setting up 
Help is needed to set the hall up for our meeting. The hall is open from 6.00pm. Come early and 
get to know other members as you help set-up. 

Monthly meeting - Supper  
All members are invited to bring a plate of supper to share at the end of our meeting.  We all 
value this social time, so do not leave it to the same providers every month. Also, please help 
pack up chairs/tables etc prior to enjoying supper. 

Bulletin Postage 
Due to increased cost of postage, members wishing for a paper copy of bulletin will incur a 
$20.00 annual fee added to their membership. Email copy of bulletin is free of charge. 

Welcome new members 
Each month we will make space here to 
welcome new members to our club. Please 
make yourself known to our latest member, 
who is:  

• Allen Walters. 

Warringal Orchid Society QR code 

 
Committee 
Any member interested in joining the committee should contact our President, Andrew 
Fernandez, for more information about what is involved.  As the committee now meets using 
Teams, you can be a committee member from the comfort of your own living room! 

Vacancy - Temporary newsletter editor – it’s not too late! 
The Kennedy’s are off adventuring in early May for a couple of months, so the 
club needs a stand-in editor for 2 months. Please apply!  
Note from Pam – I have a template to make it easy to add in items and results into the 
newsletter, and a simple spreadsheet to record progress scores, if required. I can do a first draft 
for each month, ready to have results etc added in. All you need is a basic knowledge of 
Microsoft Word and a little spare time. It’s fun and I am learning a lot about orchids along the 
way. Please contact me if you would like to know more – on 0457710023, or email 
pam@aviselafin.com.au  – or see me at next meeting. 

mailto:pam@aviselafin.com.au


 

 

Club calendar  

Date Event (events in blue are sponsored by other organisations/clubs) 

15 April Our next club meeting – guest speaker is Marianna Hawkins 

20 May WOS club meeting – guest speaker is Jeanne Dunn 

23 May 
Stawell Orchid Society Seminar (see p. 7of newsletter for details – note there is an 
RSVP for this function) 

17 June WOS club meeting – guest speaker is Garry French 

4-5 July Victorian Country Orchid Clubs Challenge 2026 (see p. 7 for more details) 

15 July  WOS club meeting – guest speaker is Matthew Lucas 

31 July Set-up day for our Winter Show  

1 - 2 August Our sensational Winter Show  

28 – 30 August TBC 2026 OSCOV Victorian Orchid Spectacular – more information as it comes to hand  

19-20 September NEMOS Spring Show 

2 October Set-up day for our Spring Show  

3-4 October Our spectacular Spring Show  

16 December 
Another wonderful Christmas / End of year dinner (note it’s a different date to our 
usual function) 

 

  

PROGRESSIVE SCORES  – March 2026 

 
OPEN 
M. Coker 
G & C. Dimech 
A. Rogers 
A Magnano 
A. Fernandez 
M Bastecky 
M Mally 
J & L Karbownik 
B Duncan 
 
INTERMEDIATE 
M. Volodina 
S Grzinic 
P Kennedy 
M Grzan 
 

 
 

109 
24 
20 
17 

9 
8 
6 
4 
1 

 
 

8 
4 
4 
4 

 
ADVANCED NOVICE 
K Lee 
I Katis 
K Trueman 
A&S La Rocca 
 
NOVICE 
A Angerossa 
 

 
 

12 
11 
11 

6 
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JUDGING RESULTS - March 2026 meeting 

 

OPEN 

Cattleya 

1st   C. Aloha Case #1  M Coker 
2nd   C. Aloha Case #2  M Coker 

Novelty Cattleya 

1st   Ett. Volcano Trick  M Coker 
2nd   C. Bowringiana   G&C Dimech 

Vanda 
1st   V. Rothschildiana  G&C Dimech 
2nd   V. falcata x nana  M Coker 

Masdevallia Hybrid 
1st   Masd. Tiger Kiss ‘Tiger Tiger’  M Coker 
2nd   Masd. Copper Angel  M Bastecky 

Miniature Cymbidium 
1st   Cym. bicolor x canaliculatum  
    A Fernandez 

Phalaenopsis 
1st   Phal. No Idea   M Bastecky 

Dendrobium 
1st   Den. Hibiki   M Coker 

Paphiopedilum  
1st   Paph. Galaxy Stone  M Coker 

Novelty Paphiopedilum 
1st   Paph. Dollgoldi  M Coker 
2nd   Paph. St Swithin  M Coker  
3rd   Paph. St Swithin  G&C Dimech 

Species Paphiopedilum 
1st   Paph. dianthum  M Coker 

Oncidium 
1st   Tolu. Jairak Firm  M Coker 

Miltonia 
1st   Mps. Up Country Puna  M Coker 
2nd   Milt. Earl Dunn ‘Hildos’ M Coker 
3rd   Milt. Guanabara x Anne Warne  
     A Rogers 

Odontoglossum 
1st   Rnc. Pacific Paranoia  M Coker 

Lycaste 
1st   Lyc. Abou Rits   M Coker 

Any Other Hybrid 
1st   Phrag. Jason Fischer  M Coker 
2nd   Phrag. Samuel Crothers M Coker  
3rd   Epi. Seta Raspberry  G&C Dimech 

 

Species - Any Genera 
1st   C. pygmaea   M Coker 
2nd   Den. subclausum  M Coker  
3rd   Coel. dayana   G&C Dimech 

Seedling Flowering First Time 

1st   Cal. humblotii x francoisii A Rogers 
2nd   Phrag. Besseae x longifolium M Coker 

 

Best in Section – Open  

& Judges vote 

Cattleya pygmaea 
Grown by M Coker 

 

C. pygmaea (some may know it by its previous name 
Sophronitis pygmaea or Sophrinitis coccinea subsp. 
pygmaea) was first identified in 2008. It comes from 
Espirito Santo state, in Brazil, and grows in a humid 
tropical rainforest environment at elevation (900-
1100 m). C pygmaea likes medium light, temperatures 
of 7 to 300 C and should never be allowed to 
completely dry out. Its flowers are typically 2 cm. 

 

Best in Section – Seedling Flowering First time 



Calanthe humblotii x francoisii 
Grown by A Rogers 

 

Calanthe humblotii x francoisii, also known as 
Gastrorchis Madame Butterfly, was registered as a 
hybrid by M Turkel in 2022 and is a primary hybrid of 
humblotii and francoisii. Marni hoped that the cross 
easier to grow and bloom than its parents. Both 
parents come from Madagascar and the Comoro 
Islands, where they grow as terrestrials at 1000-
2000m, in cool to intermediate conditions and 
moderate light. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERMEDIATE 

Oncidium 

1st   Colm. Wildcat ‘Bloodshot’ M Volodina 

Miltonia 
1st   Milt. Brazilia   M Grzan 

Any Other Hybrid 
1st   Z. Artur Elle ‘Arenal’  P Kennedy 

Best in Section – Intermediate 

Z. Artur Elle ‘Arenal’ 
Grown by P Kennedy 

 

Zygopetalum Artur Elle was registered with RHS in 
1969 by Wickman. It is a cross of Z. Blackii x  
Z. BG White. It is well known for its great shape and 
colour. A water-loving orchids, it grows in 
intermediate temperature range and low-medium 
light. After being open a few days, the flowers 
develop a strong perfume.  
Z. Artur Elle ‘Arenal’ is one of its many awarded 
cultivars. 

ADVANCED NOVICE 

Cattleya 

1st   C. Sweetheart Aussie Windermere 
     K Trueman 
Miltonia 
1st   Milt. Goodale Moir ‘Golden Wonder’ 
               S&A La Rocca 
2nd   Milt. Guanabara  K Trueman 
3rd   Milt. Guanabara            S&A La Rocca 

Species - Any Genera 
1st   Gga. Galeata   K Trueman 

  



Best in Section – Advanced Novice 

Milt. Goodale Moir ‘Golden Wonder’ 
Grown by S&A La Rocca 

 

Milt. Goodale Moir is a primary hybrid between Milt. 
flavescens and Milt. clowesii. It has won many awards, 
even though it is an old hybrid (1954). It is an easy 
plant to grow, very floriferous, and becomes a large 
specimen in a short time.  
Milt. Goodale Moir ‘Golden Wonder’ is one of its most 
awarded cultivars. 

NOVICE 

Species - Any Genera 
1st   Onc. Flexuosum  A Angerossa 

Best in Section – Novice 

Onc. Flexuosum 
Grown by A Angerossa 

 

Onc. flexuosum (also now recognised as Gomesa 
flexuosum) was first identified in 1820. It comes from 
Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay and many Brazilian 
states, and can be found in coastal mountains and 
along inland creeks and marshes up to 1200 m. It is a 
cool-to-hot growing epiphyte. Its flower stems can 
rebranch up to seven secondary branches, so can 
have many inflorescences. Flower size is 2-3 cms. 

President’s Choice 

Coel. dayana 
Grown by G&C Dimech 

 

Coel. dayana (now more commonly recognised as 

Coel. pulverula) is an orchid species first identified in 

1892. It comes from Thailand, Borneo, Java, Sumatran 

and the Malaysian peninsula, where it grows in 

lowland rainforests and lower montane forests (up to 

1900 m), often near streams or rivers. 

Its inflorescences can reach more than 1 m in length, 

with flowers spaced 2.5 cm apart. Flowers open 

simultaneously, and flower size is 5-6 cm. 

 



 

If you fancy a little road trip ………. and we have fuel     

   

 

This Month’s article 

Conservationists unite to save charming spider orchid as habitat loss threatens survival 

This month’s article comes from the ABC, and was written by Gavin McGrath and published in July 

2024.See https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-07-07/native-charming-spider-orchid-evolution-

conservation/104054088  

Many Australian orchids have a peculiar 

charm but could this be the most charming 

of them all?  The charming spider orchid 

leads a certain type of wasp on a merry 

dance. The bamboozled insect is seduced by 

the orchid's scent, enticed onto the flower's 

labellum, and unwittingly becomes the 

orchid's tool for propagation.   

Happily, no wasps are harmed in this 

deception.  

The charming spider orchid charms male wasps to propagate.  

(Photo supplied by: Nillumbik Shire) 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-07-07/native-charming-spider-orchid-evolution-conservation/104054088
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-07-07/native-charming-spider-orchid-evolution-conservation/104054088


The spider orchid emits a pheromone that mimics that given off by a female thynnid wasp. This attracts 

male wasps to do the orchid's pollination work for it. That's just one of the weird and wonderful ways 

Australia's native orchids have evolved. 

Of the 400 native orchids found in Victoria, about 200 are considered rare, threatened, or endangered. It is 

a similar tale across Australia in general. About half of Australia's 1,500 native orchids are at risk, according 

to Australasian Native Orchid Society conservation officer Garry French. 

The charming spider orchid — Caladenia amoena — is one 

of Australia's rarest with perhaps only a few hundred in the 

wild.  It is listed as critically endangered both in Victoria and 

nationally. 

If it weren't for the Australasian Native Orchid Society's 

efforts, it may have already disappeared forever. "We've 

helped keep it alive," Mr French said. "If we hadn't done 

what we did, this species would potentially be extinct. 

Potentially it would have been gone for good."  

Evolving towards extinction 

Orchids, as a family, are not especially uncommon. They represent the second-largest family of flowering 

plants on the planet, behind the daisy family. All have evolved to be dependent on mycorrhizal fungi for 

their nutrients. This highly evolved nature and symbiotic relationships with fungus and other organisms, 

such as insects, made many orchids vulnerable to habitat change, Mr French said. 

"Some orchids in Australia have evolved to make themselves rarer than they should be," he explained. 

"Being so highly evolved with so many specialist connections, maybe they have evolved towards 

extinction."  

The charming spider orchid's range is limited to small clusters in central Victoria.  In the mid-1990s there 

was a single population in Plenty Gorge Park to the north of Melbourne and a population on private 

property at Wattle Glen. 

"I got involved in working with this species back then and we've worked to protect those populations, 

doing hand-pollination, and micro-site management of the areas where the orchids live," Mr French said.  

"In 2003, I got approval to translocate from Wattle Glen to another site in Plenty Gorge where Caladenia 

amoena had previously been recorded but had been lost in that area. We did some direct seeding and got 

some really good results. We translocated 13 plants and got up to 43 plants in that population, which is 

really good for Australian orchids. Then the millennium drought hit, and a lot of orchid species started to 

regress and some started to die out." 

Mr French said the drought led to a reduction of the population of Caladenia amoena from the private 

property site as well. However, he said when rainfall returned and people felt things had returned to 

normal, the charming spider orchid continued to decline for a period. Mr French said it took a few years 

until the population stabilised. 

Conservation plan working a charm 

Since 2017, the Australasian Native Orchid Society, Nillumbik Shire Council, and the Victorian Department 

of Energy, Environment and Climate Action have conducted a program to grow more charming spider 

orchids. A batch of 400, grown by Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria in Cranbourne, has been planted into the 

wild at Wattle Glen and at two new sites. Members of Australasian Native Orchid Society (Victorian 



Branch) are optimistic about the charming spider orchid but others are also threatened by the relentless 

sprawl of Australia's larger cities. 

The society is actively engaged in conservation work with the 

small golden moths orchid — Diuris basaltica and the sunshine 

diuris — Diuris fragrantissima. "The biggest threat is the 

degradation of habitat," Mr French said. 

"If the habitat is healthy and functioning, the mycorrhizal fungi 

will be happy and active and the wasps will be happy and doing 

their thing and pollinating the orchid. The habitat has declined 

over time because of development on their borders." 

Much of the Diuris fragrantissima orchid's habitat has  disappeared  

because of urban development. (Photo: Neil Anderton) 

Mr French said in the early days, sunshine diuris orchard — Diuris fragrantissima — was growing in several 

sites in the west of Melbourne. But as Melbourne settled, the orchid became more restricted to one 

known site within Sunshine along rail land. All other sites have been built up. 

"Development has also impacted Diuris basaltica, which also likes the volcanic plains areas and that has 

impacted, first by grazing by cattle, followed by industry and housing," Mr French said. "A lot of those 

habitats have been lost now. There is also an issue with orchid conservation with people wandering 

through and trampling areas to see these rare orchids or orchids in general. That is part of the problem." 

Tread lightly, please 

Native orchids can be appreciated in their natural 

environment without causing harm. There are rules to 

follow, though.  Colac-based textile artist Irene Pagram, 

who uses wildflowers including orchids in her imagery, 

says it should go without saying that picking the delicate 

flowers is not on and treading lightly is also important. "I 

was raised to look [not touch] and everyone now 

effectively has a camera in their pocket," she said.  
    The small golden moths orchid (Diuris 

basaltica) is threatened by        Melbourne's expanding outer suburbs. (Photo: Neil 

Anderton) 

"If you are just starting out, look for something on the map that's actually named a wildflower walk. That 

way you will find the flowers without trampling through the bush." Ms Pagram said it required quite a 

‘slow way of walking’. “You should also know what you are putting your foot on with each step, whether 

it's on an orchid or a tiger snake," she said. "Get your 'orchid eye' in because they can be smaller than your 

thumbnail." 

But once the orchid photo is taken, Ms Pagram recommends discretion. "We may share photos on social 

media but we don't tell where we have found them," she said. "You can put the postcode but that's it." 

Dazzling diversity 

Australia's 1,500 native orchid species come in an extraordinary variety of shapes, sizes, and colours. Neil 

Anderton from Australasian Native Orchid Society (Victorian Branch) describes 10 you may be lucky 

enough to spy. The photos comes from  Garry French. 

Charming spider orchid, Caladenia amoena: extremely rare, 
blooming in just a few locations in late winter. 

Flying duck orchid, Caleana major: found across Victoria 
apart from the far north-west, and flowers in late spring. 



  

Fringed helmet orchid, Corybas fimbriatus: grows in South 
Australia and south-western Victoria. An autumn bloomer. 

Flat rustyhood orchid Pterostylis planulata: flowers in late 
spring across a very limited range around the Grampians in 

Victoria. 

  
Purple hyacinth orchid, Dipodium punctatum: found 

throughout central and eastern Victoria in dry forest and 
woodlands. Blooms in summer. 

Leopard orchid, Diuris pardina: very widespread across 
eastern Australia, including Tasmania. The 25-millimetre-

sized flowers appear in late winter. 

  

Nodding greenhood orchid, Pterostylis planulata: common 
across south-east Australia. Blooms in winter and spring. 

Emerald-lip greenhood orchid, Pterostylis smaragdyna: found 
in damp, shady forests in central Victoria. Similar to 

Pterostylis chlorogramma in southern Victoria. Flowers 
appear in late winter. 

  

Salmon sun orchid, Thelymitra rubra: found in a band from 
Adelaide to Albury. Blooms in spring. 

Wine-lipped spider-orchid, Caladenia oenochila: scattered 
through central and western Victoria, especially the 

Grampians, and flowers in late winter. 

  

THE WARRINGAL ORCHID SOCIETYWOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE SPONSORS FOR THEIIR DONATIONS 



PLEASE SUPPORT THEM WITH YOUR CUSTOM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davies Bakery 
24 Military Road. 

Broadmeadows 3047 
9355 6700 

Heather Brae 
53 Lipton Drive 

Thomastown3074 
8460 4111 

  

Pantalica Cheese Co. 
49-65 Trawalla Ave. 
Thomastown 3074 

9359 5570 

Real Estate Agents 
153 Upper Heidelberg 

Road Ivanhoe 3079 
9499 7992 

 

Seasol International 
1027 Mountain Hwy. 

Boronia 3155 
9729 6511 

 
  

 

 

 

If not claimed within 7 days 
Return to: 77 Carrington Blvd. 
Thomastown VIC. 3074 

DISCLAIMER 
The Warringal Orchid society Inc. disclaims all liability against any loss or damage, which may be attributed to the use of any articles in the Warringal Orchid 

Society Bulletin or information by guest speakers.  Contributions and advice express the views and opinions of the contributors and are not those of the 
Warringal Orchid Society 
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